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The Cesky r4j/Bohemian Paradise
Protected Landscape Area Has
Been in Existence for 70 years

Lukas Bilek

Our predecessors—naturalists, local historians, and
members of ornamental societies/ beautification asso-
ciations and tourism clubs—took an interest in the land-
scape among the towns of Turnov, Ji¢in, and Mnichovo
Hradisté, nowadays located on the border of Central
Bohemia, northern Bohemia and eastern Bohemia, as
early as the 19th century. But when did the name “Cesky

rdj/Bohemian Paradise” first appear in connection with
the landscape around the Trosky/Ruins Castle? For de-
cades, it has been claimed that the name was coined
by 19th-century Prague writers, led by Jan Neruda and
EliSka Krasnohorskda. They used to go to the spa of
Sedmihorky for recreation, and it was there that the
name “Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise” was born.

Figure 1. The Cesky réj/Bohemian Paradise landscape with the Trosky/Ruins Castle and the Kozékov Ridge. © Jifi KIdpté
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Figure 2. The Prachovské skély/Prachov Rocks.

That is not the case; it did not originate there,
and neither Neruda nor other Prague writers
were its authors. Nor was it Vaclav Durych the
town of Turnov, to whom the National Revival-
era relocation of the name “Cesky raj/Bohemian
Paradise” from the then-German region of
Litoméfice (northern Bohemia) to the purely
Czech region of Turnov is often attributed. In
2007, architect Karel Cermék published the
results of his study on the origin of the name.
The oldest evidence of the name’s use is the
1843 poem titled “Kde déwa ma/Where is My
Girl?” by Vaclav Jaromir Pick, a native of the vil-
lage of Svijansky Ujezd (Cermék 2007). In it, he
writes about “a rose in the Cesky rdj/Bohemian
Paradise” in his home region of Turnov, and
the text clearly shows great inspiration from
Tyl's song “Kde domov mUj/Where is my home?”,
later becoming anthem of Czechoslovakia and
the Czech Republic. Eighteen years later, Vaclav
Sedlacek published the poem “U Jizery/Near
the Jizera River,” in which the author refers to
Pick and explicitly names the region around
the Jizera River, Turnov, Trosky/Ruins Castle,
and Kozékov Ridge as the Cesky raj/Bohemian
Paradise—later the territory of a Protected
Landscape Area (PLA, Cermék 2007). It had
been not until 1886 that the above Vaclav
Durych published his travel sketchbook “From
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the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise” with a map
and illustrations by A. Nejedly, and “Cesky r&j/
Bohemian Paradise” as a designation for the
Turnov region entered the broader public con-
sciousness (Cermak 2007)

Nature Conservation in
the Bohemian Paradise
for Nearly a Century

The year 2025 marks the 70th anniversary of the
designation of the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise
PLA. Moreover, the first protected areas in
the region were established even before the
PLA's official designation. The Prachovskeé skaly/
Prachov Rocks Nature Reserve has been in ex-
istence since 1933, and twenty years later, the
Na Hranicich/At the Border Nature Reserve was
designated near the town of Turnov. Discussions
about the need to protect the entire landscape
began as early as the First Repubilic, i.e. in
Czechoslovakia 1918-1938. Shortly after World
War Il, the Mnichovo Hradisté District National
Committee approached the then Ministry of
Education and National Enlightenment with
a request to ensure the protection of the
wider area around the village of Muzsky with
a number of archaeological sites. In 1947, the

renowned physician Jifi Solc was appointed as
the District of Turnov Nature Conservationist,
a person in charge of nature conservation in
the respective district (Pelc 2025). It was he
who advocated for the then Ministry of Culture
to designate the Cesky raj/Bohemian PLA in
1955. Tgus, the Cesky réj/Bohemian Paradise
became the first PLA in Czechoslovakia. This oc-
curred a year before the adoption of the Nature
Conservation Act. Covering an area of 92 km?,
the rock towns of Hruboskalsko, Pfihrazské
skaly/Pfihrazy Rocks, and Apolena, the valleys
of Zehrovka Rivulet and Jordénka Brook below
the village of Trosky/Ruins, Trosky/Ruins Castle
itself, the Plakanek Valley, the Zehrovské lesy/
Zehrov Forests, and the largest fishpond in the
region, Zabakor, came under joint protection.
In addition to these natural monuments, cultur-
al monuments also became part of the PLA —
the castles of Kost/Bone, ValeCov and Trosky/
Ruins, the chateau of Hruba Skéla and later
Vesec u Sobotky and Muzsky Village Heritage
Reserves.

Nevertheless, the PLA’s protection regime was
weak (Pelc 2025). Despite the declared protec-
tion, the floodplain of the Liburika Brook—the main
watercourse of the area between the Trosky/Ruins
Castle and the Kozékov Ridge—was drained in the
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HOW THE CESKY RAJ/BOHEMIAN
PARADISE PROTECTED LANDSCAPE
AREA LOGO WAS CREATED

The idea to create a logo for the Cesky rdj
Protected Landscape Area originated in
the mid-1970s at the Regional Centre for
State Monument Preservation and Nature
Conservation in the city of Pardubice.
The project was undertaken by forest-
er Jaroslav Macadk, botanist Vlastizdar
Vagenknecht, zoologist Petr Rybar from
the Department of Nature Conservation,
and Miroslav Pojkar—at the time the only
employee of the Protected Landscape
Area Administration—together with herit-
age conservation advocate Hana Rakova-
Kocova. It was clear that it had to feature
the familiar silhouette of the Trosky/Ruins
Castle (Proceedings: 50 Years of the
Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise Protected
Landscape Area, 2005). There were sev-
eral options for what to add to Trosky—the
outlines of rocks and summit pines, the sil-
houette of an eagle owl, an antlion pit, fern
leaves, or orchids. The Peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus), which would have
seemed ideal, had already gone extinct in

the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise at that
time. Rybar therefore proposed a universal
falcon-like bird instead of the peregrine,
and there was consensus on this.

The emblem was designed by the academic
painter Jan Hlina from the town of Hefman(iv
Méstec. The simple design and professional
execution ruled out any potential reproduc-
tion issues later on (Proceedings: 50 Years of
the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise Protected
Landscape Area, 2005). It can be easily
enlarged or reduced, and options include
full colour, single-colour outline, grayscale,
and negative versions. The emblem was ap-
proved and commended by the Committee
of the Czech Fine Arts Fund based in the city
of Hradec Kralové. Half a century of exist-
ence has proven the logos quality, and for-
tunately, it has not suffered the later graphic
devaluation that has befallen other original
emblems of large-size Specially Protected
Areas, i.e. PLAs and National Parks. In recent
years, the universal falcon-like bird can be
declared a true falcon, and Petr Rybar’s idea
can be described as visionary. The Peregrine
falcon has returned back and has been once
again nesting at the castle of Trosky/Ruins.

Figure 3. On Muzsky Hill black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) self-seedlings were successfully eradicated and

non-forest habitat has been maintained by goat grazing.

© JiFi Stastny
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1960s. By straightening and regulating its course,
the Liburika Brook was shortened by up to a quar-
ter in some sections, and e.g. in the vicinity of the
village of Ktova, it has since flowed over a cas-
cade of concrete weirs. As elsewhere, meadows
were ploughed and drained, waterlogged habitats
were destroyed, and the cultivation of Norway
spruce and pine monocultures continued in the
forests. The Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise PLA
Administration was not established as an insti-
tution until 1969 and had no authority. Its voice
was merely advisory to the National Committees
within the PLA’s territory at that time (Pelc 2025)
and was often ignored. What was successfully
protected back then may not be entirely obvious
today. Virtually nothing is known anymore about
the grand plan to build a large-scale recreational
centre on the meadows near the Vézak Fishpond.
At the time, the PLA Administration managed to
prevent the construction and preserve the most
picturesque of the Cesky réj/Bohemian Paradise
valleys beneath the Trosky/Ruins Castle.

Practical nature conservation often relied on
volunteer activities. The PLA Administration built
two nature trails/educational paths—one in the
Hruboskalsko area and another along the fish-
ponds in the Podtrosecké tdoli/Bellow Trosky
Castle Valley. Following the example of the
Krkonos$e/Giant Mountains information centres,
two were established in the Cesky rdj/Bohemian
Paradise in the 1980s—one by adapting a historic
gazebo in the arboretum at Bukovina near the
village of Hrubé Skaéla, and the other in a newly

built structure near the Vézak Fishpond. The infor-
mation centre at Vézak Fishpond was a significant
venue where exhibitions and meetings were held
in collaboration with the editorial staff of the pop-
ular Mlady svét/Young World magazine. On the
other hand, the design of the V&zak Information
Centre is typical of the prefabricated structures of
that era and, even at the time of its construction,
contradicted what we now refer to as landscape
scenery/character protection. The third location
designated for communication with, education of
and raising awareness among the general public
was an exhibition space with a lecture hall in the

PLA Administration building in the town of Turnov.

It was not until after 1989, with the introduction
of new legislation, that a fundamental change
took place—not only for the Cesky raj/Bohemian
Paradise. Thanks to Act No. 114/1992 Gazette on
Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection
the administrations of PLAs and National Parks
gained decision-making authority perform-
ing Public/State Administration within their
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The Green-winged orchid (Acamptis
morio) used to be a relatively common
orchid in the Czech Republic’s country-
side, but today it is rarely seen there. In
the Cesky rdj/Bohemian Paradise, it is
known from two sites only. At one site,
the number of plants has increased from
seven to twenty-six over the course of
seven years showing that even small
populations can gradually grow and
become more stable.

The Autumn dwarf gentian (Gentianella
amarella) is a biennial plant that blooms
in late summer and autumn. In unfa-
vourable years, it can survive in the
soil as a seed bank and reappear when
conditions are right. In the Cesky r&j/
Bohemian Paradise, it is known from
only a single site, where over 14,000
individuals have been recorded.

The Early coralroot (Corallorhiza trifida) is
an inconspicuous, leafless orchid whose
non-green stems grow from forest litter.
It obtains nutrients through symbiotic
fungi connected to tree roots. In the
Cesky rdj/Bohemian Paradise, it was
found after thirteen years in the Buciny/
Beech Forest u Rakous Nature Reserve,
where botanists counted 85 individuals.
Its presence indicates the well-preserved
habitat of the local forests.

The European yellow lady’s slipper
(Cypripedium calceolus) is an orchid with
a strikingly shaped flower. The lower la-
bellum resembles a hollow pouch that
acts as a trap for insects. The insect can
only exit the flower through a narrow slit,
thereby transferring pollen on its body.
In the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise, the
orchid grows at only a single site in the
Maloskalsko region.

Jan Visinsky

territories; management plans began to emerge
as conceptual documents for the Specially
Protected Areas including PLAs; and, last but
not least, subvention programmes/subsidiary
schemes were introduced, along with the fund-
ing needed to implement measures for nature
conservation and landscape protection. As a re-
sult, more targeted and effective management
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Map 1. The Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise Protected Landscape Area in 2025 and its 25 small-size Specially

Protected Areas. Map © Ondfej Tomasek

could begin in the 1990s, and a number of
Natural Monuments and Nature Reserves were
designated.

Enlargement of the
Protected Landscape Area

Discussions about enlarging the PLA began
shortly after its designation. The plan was to
extend protection to the entire landscape from
the town of Zelezny Brod to the town of Ji&in.
The proposed new boundaries from the 1960s
were ambitious; the area was several times
larger than the existing PLA and included other
natural and landscape features of the Cesky rdj/
Bohemian Paradise. The proposal was revised
over the course of a decade, with interest in
the expansion declining and then increasing
intermittently. It was not until after 2000 that
a scaled-down version consisting of two sep-
arate parts was submitted for discussion. It
seemed acceptable because it excluded the
entire wide valley between the Kozdkov Ridge
and the Trosky/Ruins Castle, through which
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Map 2. Proposed enlargement of the Cesky raj/
Bohemian Paradise Protected Landscape Area from
1969. © NCA CR Archive
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Figure 4. A new path lined with fruit trees leading from the village of Rytifova Lhota to the village of

LiboSovice. © Lukas Bilek

the transport link between the towns of Ji¢in
and Turnov, and the cities of Hradec Krélové
and Liberec, runs. Even the proposal was
drastically reduced during the deliberations.
The main reasons were objections from the
municipalities of Mirova pod Kozdkovem and
Mladéjov, as well as difficulties to incorporate
the Hrdorovice sandpit into the PLA. The final
agreed-upon form divided the PLA into three
separate parts. The historic section from 1955
is supplemented to the south by the Sobotka
area, featuring picturesque villages, Humprecht
Castle, and the Kostec forests, extending all the
way to Komarovsky rybnik Fishpond near the
village of Branzez. A separate eastern segment
encompasses the landscape of the Prachovské
skdly/Prachov Rocks and wetland meadows
in the Javorka River basin. The northern seg-
ment consists of part of the Maloskalsko re-
gion with the southern slopes of the Kozékov
Ridge. Therefore, the PLA nowadays includes
the monumental Suché skaly/Dry Rocks and
Vranovsky hifeben/Vranov Ridge rock forma-
tions, Frydstejn Castle, the massive Jizera River
Canyon between the towns of Turnov and Mala
Skdla—along with the Buciny/Beech Forest
u Rakous and Na hranicich/At the Border Nature
Reserves—as well as the Klokocské skaly/
Kloko¢ Rocks and Betlémské skdly/Nativity
Scene Rocks, the Besedické skaly/Besedice
Rocks, and the Mési¢ni udoli/Moon Valley on
the Kozdkov Ridge. In this form, in October
2002, the then-Czech government declared

the expanded Cesky réj/Bohemian Paradise
Protected Landscape Area covering just under
182 km?. The lack of territorial integrity, and in
particular the highly fragmented border in the
northern section, has soon proved to be a weak-
ness in protecting the landscape as a whole,
and this remains the case to this day.

(Not Only) the Successes
and Challenges of Nature
Conservation and Landscape
Protection in the Cesky
raj/Bohemian Paradise

As stated in 2002 Regulation of the Government
of the Czech Repubilic, the area designated for
protection is “a vast area with a harmoniously
shaped landscape, sandstone relief, and rock
formations, featuring a significant proportion of
natural forest and permanent grassland ecosys-
tems, numerous fishponds, streams, and cultural
monuments that contribute to the characteristic
landscape scenery.” The PLA’s mission is “to
preserve and restore its natural environment,
particularly ecosystems, wild animals and wild
plants, and to maintain the typical landscape
scenery/character while developing an ecologi-
cally optimal system for the use of the landscape
and its natural resources.” Fulfilling this mission
is the task of the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise
Protected Landscape Area Administration.

Figure 5. A system of new pools in farmland near the
village of Zdmosti.Blata. © Jifi Klapsté

Over the past 70 years, 25 small-size Specially
Protected Areas have been designated in
the categories of Nature Reserves, Nature
Monuments, and National Nature Monuments.
Some of them were “inherited” through the PLA
enlargement.

In connection with landscape restoration in re-
cent years, a large part of the effort has been
directed toward Zone lll in the open countryside.
Field paths and tree-lined avenues are being
restored. Since 2019, the number of trees in
the avenues has increased by nearly 2,500.
Volcanic peaks are undergoing another signifi-
cant transformation. Their appearance is chang-
ing, returning to the historic deforested form
seen in period postcards. The Trosky/Ruins, the
village of Vyskef, and Muzsky Hill, once over-
grown with black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
self-seedlings, have gradually been cleared and
are now used for grazing. This creates patch-
es of distinct conditions amidst the sandstone
landscape, serving as “stepping stones” that
enable the wild plant and animal dispersal be-
tween isolated sites. In recent years, some forty
wetland areas have also been restored or newly
established in the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise.
A major task for the coming years is to attempt
to restore the Libunka Brook, which was cana-
lised sixty years ago. A significant challenge in
PLA staff's nearly daily activities is the pressure
caused by urbanization on the open landscape
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Figure 6. Many historic cottages have been preserved
thanks to the of their owners using them as week-
end-houses, such as this one in Zdbor¢i, a quarter of
the village of Mald Skala. © Luka$ Bilek

and construction in general. Fortunately, nearly
all municipalities within the PLA already have
approved land-use/territorial/physical plans, so
landscape protection can be addressed con-
ceptually, and some requirements for its protec-
tion can largely be incorporated into the plans.
A major asset is the existence of a high-quality
“preventive assessment of the PLA’s landscape
scenery/character” The degree of success in
protecting the landscape scenery/character is
similar to that in other PLAs. The open land-
scape is more or less being successfully protect-
ed, but the situation is not as successful when it
comes to the appearance of human settlements.
The mantra of the gabled roof is not all-pow-
erful. And so, high-quality architecture that is
both contemporary and reflective of the rural
architecture of the Cesky réj/Bohemian Paradise
(as opposed to the nearby Jizerské hory/Jizeraa
Mountains) is few and far between.

The former threat to the Cesky rdj/Bohemian
Paradise posed by the high-capacity four-lane
1/35 highway has been moved almost entirely
outside the PLA. This may seem like good news
for Libunika Brook; just twenty years ago, there
were plans for a corridor that would have com-
pletely destroyed it. Unfortunately, the current
proposed highway’s route, despite all efforts to
find a more environmentally friendly solution,
will impact the Cesky rédj/Bohemian Paradise
landscape just as severely. It is uncertain wheth-
er a more generous solution for the Cesky raj/
Bohemian Paradise can be found. Time will
tell if our society is mature enough to protect
and cherish its “paradise” regardless of the
PLA’s administrative boundaries. There is no
substitute for the Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise
waiting elsewhere.
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Figure 7. A commemoration of Karel Capek’s century-old column, featuring the planting of his maple tree in the
arboretum at Bukovina near the village of Hrubd Skala, took place on Arbor Day. Among the participants were
Zdenék Vacek, Director of the Karel Capek Memorial; Ondfej Pechacek, Forest Manager for the Forests of the Czech
Republic, State Enterprise in the town of Hofice, along with Jan Drahotsky, the Hruboskalsko District Forester; Alena
PospiSilovd, the retired librarian from Sobotka; Ondfej Havrda, Mayor of the home village of Karlovice, and Jaroslav
Cerny, Mayor of the neighbouring village of Dobsin; and Jii{ Husek, Director of the Nature Conservation Agency of
the Czech Republic’s Liberec Regional Office.  © Lukds Bilek

The Cesky réj/Bohemian
Paradise Cannot Be
Protected Without People

Contributing to communication with, education
of and raising awareness of nature conservation
and landscape protection among the general
public is part of the PLA Administration’s activi-
ties. Caring for visitors is an important task that
has been fulfilled with varying degrees of suc-
cess throughout the PLA's existence. The original
two nature trails/educational paths have been
renovated over time. In 2005, a sensory forest
nature trail/educational path at Sedmihorky
Spa—pioneering for its time—was added; in the
same year, the historic gazebo at Bukovina was
sensitively restored. Although a number of other
nature trails/educational paths were added ten
years in 2015, it seems that the time has come to
reconsider the overloading of the landscape with
signs, even if placed in good faith. Their moral

obsolescence is progressing just as quickly as
the aging of the material. The unattractive infor-
mation centre building near the Vézék Fishpond
has been still awaiting a new design. In recent
years, CEPA (communication, education and
public awareness) in the Cesky réj/Bohemian
Paradise has been provided by the Cesky réj/
Bohemian Paradise House of Nature at the vil-
lage of Doldnky near Turnov and the Bukovina
Information Centre through their operators. The
PLA Administration closely cooperates with them.
The Cesky raj/Bohemian Paradise has developed
a Concept for Working with the Visiting Public,
and it is up to all tourism stakeholders in the
region to decide whether they will cooperate
in its implementation. The Cesky réj/Bohemian
Paradise is not merely a backdrop of rock forma-
tions for vacations, day trips, races, and entertain-
ment. Helping both local residents and visitors
understand the fragility and uniqueness of the
local landscape is no easy task, but it is one of
the ways to protect it.
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The 2025 Year’s Cesky
raj/Bohemian Paradise
Anniversary

To mark the 70th anniversary of the Cesky
raj/Bohemian Paradise Protected Landscape
Area, the Administration has organized an ex-
hibition on its history and present. It does not
showcase the beauty of Cesky raj, but rath-
er highlights the work that has been done. It
highlights what has been achieved in nature
conservation and landscape protection among
the towns of Ji¢in, Sobotka, Mnichovo Hradisté,
Turnov, and Zelezny Brod. It also shows what
has not gone as planned. The exhibition began
its journey through the Cesky réj/Bohemian
Paradise in late spring 2025 in the town of Ji¢in
at the Valdickd brédna/Valdice Gate, continued
in Turnov, moved to the Mnichovo Hradisté
Castle after the summer holidays, and made
its autumn stop at the town of Sobotka. Each
opening was a remarkable gathering of people
who have a close connection to the Cesky rdj/
Bohemian Paradise.

Figure 8. The October 2025 opening of the exhibition in the town of Sobotka was inaugurated by (from left) Mayor
Lubor Jencek and Kostec estate manager Francesco Kinsky dal Borgo, together with Lukas Bilek, Head of the Cesky
raj/Bohemian Paradise Protected Landscape Area Administration. © NCA CR Archive

The celebrations continue through the fall
2025, and the 70th anniversary of the Cesky
rdj/Bohemian Paradise PLA is not the only anni-
versary in 2025. One of the original nature trails/
educational paths, the one in the Podtrosecké
udoli/ Bellow Trosky Castle Valley, is turning 45
in 2025, and so it received a new look on St.
Wenceslas Day. Also in 2025, a sad anniversary
marks 25 years since the fall of the Semtin Linden
Memorial/Veteran Tree, which did not survive the
May storm of 2000. Famous Czech writer Karel
Capek had already written about this most signif-
icant tree in the Cesky rdj/Bohemian Paradise of
all time. With it, a series of anniversaries comes to
an end. In his text “A Piece of Land,” he professes
his love for the Cesky rdj/Bohemian Paradise.
He wrote it in 1925—exactly a hundred years
ago. The Nature Conservation Agency of the
Czech Repubilic, Forest of the Czech Republic,
State Enterprise, and the Karel Capek Memorial
commemorated this on an October afternoon
2025 at the Bukovina Arboretum by planting
a sapling from Capek’s Tatarian maple (Acer
tataricum), which has been growing for nearly
90 years in the garden of Capek’s Strz summer

§

villa in Central Bohemia. u
Figure 9. The opening of the exhibition in the town of Turnov was attended by FrantiSek Pelc, Director of the Nature
Conservation agency of the Czech Republic and Luk&$ Bilek, Head of the Cesky rdj/Bohemian Paradise Protected The list of references is attached to
Landscape Area Administration (both center), along with Deputy Governor of the Liberec Region Jifi KIdp$té (left) and the online version of the article at

Turnov Deputy Mayor Jan Lochman.  © NCA CR Archive www.casopis.ochranaprirody.cz
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